South Cowal Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2010 in Innellan Public Hall

1. Apologies
Forbes Pearson
Jennifer Bryson

Present

Tony Miles (in the chair)
Eleanor Stevenson

Alan Stewart

Neil Cunningham

Bryan Brown
Richard McGilvray

Lewis MacDonald

Also present



Cllr. Dick Walsh

Cllr. Alister  MacAlister

Anne Gabriel, Ass. Of Argyll Community Councils

Ailsa Cunningham, Environmental Warden
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2010  
Minutes of Meeting held on 8th September 2010 were confirmed as a true record being proposed by Neil Cunningham and seconded by Alan Stewart.
3. Matters arising

The Rotary was reported to have planted all their charity bulbs. Jennifer to liaise with Ailsa about buying bulbs for South Cowal


Ailsa wished to point out that the help with a Mini Highland Show she was offering and mentioned at the last meeting was in a purely personal context.


It was requested that a dog bin could be placed to good effect on the Forestry Road leading up from Wyndham Road


Knotweed – Innellan Scholl has been treated and so has the area paid for by SCCC


The Meeting expressed thanks to the Councillors present and to the Council for the tremendous improvement to Mathieson Lane now that it was re-surfaced. The road would be signed “Priority going up”. Bin collections would resume here now  that the road was in good order.,

Insurance - SCCC has bought into the Association Scheme. Anne Gabriel reported that she was negotiating with the Council have the cost of this re-imbursed.
4. Police Report

a. None provided

5. Castle Toward Steering Group

The closing date for offers has been set at 29th October 2010. The Steering Group is in the process of setting up a Community Company, and when formed this will make application for a right-to-buy of the castle Toward Estate. Cllr. Walsh asked for this to be confirmed to the Council, but was not in a position to say anything further, other than that four notes of interest had been recorded.
6. LACPG

Tony reported on the LAPCG meeting at the last meeting. There was further discussion on the Budget Consultative process and Cllr. Walsh had kindly provided copies of the Council paper on this for the meeting to view. There was discussion on Health and Care, and the effect of the Scottish Government not ring fencing Health, which would impact on cost cutting in other services. There was also a discussion on education cuts, and if the budget for this was maintained what would happen to other services.
There was comment on the Agenda for the LAPCG meetings and Cllr. Walsh said that the Council was looking at the process of input onto the Agenda from Community Councils.

The meeting heard that there would be another round of Forward Together Meetings with the next on 23rd October at Rothesay. Lewis agreed to be present to represent SCCC at this meeting. Cllr. Walsh said he could offer lifts to anyone wishing to attend.

7. Convenor’s Report

Nothing other further to add
8. Planning Officer’s Report

Lewis has now taken over the Planning Liaison post. There were only minor planning items on this month’s list, and no controversial items.
9. Secretary’s Report
In the secretary’s absence a brief report had been submitted which included a note that £200 had been donated to assist the removal of Japanese Knotweed in Innellan.
10. Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer reported funds of £3,029 in the bank account. There was a question over projects for next Summer, which was held over.
There was a request from Cllr. Walsh that Community Councils assist with the 2012 Mod and he wondered if the SCCC could donate towards helping set up the website. All other Community Councils were going to be asked to donate. A sum of £50 was proposed by Richard. This was agreed and the donation seconded by Alan. 
Cllr. Walsh advised that there would be a shop in the Queens Hall buildings, a possible 100 Club with a monthly subscription of £12 and a monthly draw. The winner would be announced on Dunoon Radio and that fund raising had started now and would continue until the event.
11. Points of View

No members of the public were present for this item
12. AOCB

Royal Brae was mentioned in a letter to the Community Council from Jean Pearson. The pavement is overgrown and makes it necessary to walk in the road. This is particularly dangerous for mothers with toddlers and prams. Cllr. Walsh agreed to look into this matter.
The Scottish Association of Community Councils Annual National Conference is to take place on 20th November in Glasgow. Lewis agreed to represent SCCC at this meeting at Glasgow University.

The Argyll & Bute Ass. Of Community Councils AGM was likely to be held in Inveraray on 6th November, as reported by Anne Gabriel.

13. Date of next meeting

Wednesday 10th November 2010 at 7.30pm in Innellan Public Hall
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