

SOUTH COWAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MEETING WEDNESDAY 10th MARCH 2010

INNELLAN VILLAGE HALL, 7.30pm

MINUTES
1.   Apologies

      Bryan Brown, Willie Hamilton, Jennifer Bryson

      Present

      Mary Lamb

      Forbes Pearson

      Alan Stewart

      Liz Carey [Planning]

      Neil Cunningham

      Tony Miles [Convenor]

      Eleanor Stevenson [Vice Convenor]

      Richard McGillivray [Treasurer]

      Also Present

      Alistair McAllister [Argyll & Bute Councillor]

      Dick Walsh [Argyll & Bute Councillor]

      Eileen Brand

      Peter Wilson
      David Armstrong [Strathclyde Police]
2. Minutes of meeting held on 10th February 2010

a. Eleanor Stevenson pointed out spelling error of her name Elinor; change to  Eleanor

b. Under point [e] of minutes re Castle Toward amend planning officer to planning spokesperson or member as officer gives idea of a paid official.    Also incorrect interpretation of final sentence under point [e] A full public consultation had taken place and the previous community council and members of the public had ample opportunity to comment therefore this requires to be amended.  The point was raised that the minutes needed to be accurate as they could be put under scrutiny.

With these amendments the minutes were adopted 

Proposed   Liz Carey

Seconded Alan Stewart
3. Matters arising not covered by agenda

Point 5f [i,ii,iii,iv]              
· Castle Toward now open on March 1st 2010 following a review of works undertaken

· Dick Walsh stated the Council’s intention to sell the estate either in its                 

· Entirety or in lots 

· Historic Monument site not for sale

· Toward Sailing Club has had a variation to its 40 year lease to include the Quay which has been agreed at a peppercorn rent in order to secure its future from decline and they are bearing the costs for  the necessary works.  Assurances had been given that public access  was still to be available with no restrictions

· Request to Actual Reality for Fact Finding Mission to ascertain
                 a] What works have been carried out

                 b] What works still have to be done

      c] Peter Wilson stated happy for visit to take place between 5-5.30pm at a       date to be determined through emails

Point 7   Ardyne - No information at present other than input from Dick Walsh as to the historical background regarding the bond and the future reinstatement of the grounds as per agreement - the planning application for Marina, Ferry and Housing development has a Section 75 Agreement to have Planning gain - this ensures road improvements, footpath development, and speed limits of 40mph along the A815. 

The Community Council will back the enforcement process.

4. Police Report

David Armstrong reported the there had been 29 incidents in the Innellan       Area with 2 Reports being made.  He felt that there should be no concerns

                 An outline of the Simulated Road Traffic Accident is to take place on 12th
                 March 2010 at the new Pier in order to attract and target young people as 

                 Part of the education programme which has been a rolling programme.  

                 Alan Stewart will be in attendance and will give feedback at next meeting.

                 The issue of “cold calling” was discussed and it was advised that people 

                 Be aware and Vigilant to the costs of these calls and that they have been 

                 reported locally

5. Loch Striven

a. The public meeting is to be held at Toward Memorial Hall at 7.30pm 19th March 2010.  D Walsh, Shirley Macleod, Jo Raines, Maersk representative to attend.  Apologies from J Mather, Stewart Stevenson. No response as yet from Clydeport or Peel Holdings
b. Concerns raised re mooring boats and their frequency of sightings on the loch; this was explained by Mary Lamb as a result of the removal of  equipment by the BBC following shooting of the children’s programme.

6.  Forestry Commission Strategy

a. Willie Hamilton’s report tabled

a. Concerns -   Road conditions re movement of lorries with timber

b. Road conditions following the spell of bad weather

c. Discussion re the new road over from Loch Striven to Bishops Glen

d. Positive comments re BioMass aspects  

e. Re Public Amenity

f. Concerns   Windfarm Aspects

ACTION    Tony Miles to respond to this.

7.  Community Buy-out of Castle Toward Estate

a. Alan Stewart gave a full and comprehensive report of the process 

a. Questions arising   
i. Beneficial to the community?

ii. Expertise, time and energy needed for setting up of Development Company?

iii. How do we assess community opinion?                            

iv. What safeguards are in place re sale and to whom?

b. Suggestions           
i. Leaflet formulation format to be decided through emails between  members.

ii. Assistance required from Dunoon Grammar School pupils to                       distribute these to South Cowal residents.

iii. Dunoon Observer be approached re an article on possible community buy-out and highlighting that a leaflet would be circulated to s Cowal residents to gauge public opinion

ACTION     Liz Carey to approach Headteacher Stuart Shaw re assistance 

                    Jennifer/Tony to approach Dunoon Observer re article.

Proposed    Tony Miles

Seconded    

8. Possible Projects for 2010

a. Everyone agreed that Castle Toward was a large enough project presently and that consideration would be given at a later date to this.

9.  Chairman’s Report.

a. Requests for Recording of Public Meeting re Castle Toward available on website
b. Attendance on 24th February with Business Community to determine monies from Town Centre Regeneration Fund £575,000 approx.  Agreed to spend this on Frontage of Queens Hall, Seating at Castle Gardens, Hanging Baskets and Paintwork for us Shelters, Signage, Seating at Burgh Hall.  Poor attendance from public - concerns re poor advertising of this meeting

10. Planning Report

a. Week ending 12/2/10

i. Erection of a detached domestic garage and first floor store room at Inverkyles, Toward.

ii. Erection of dwelling house on plot 4 and provision of infrastructure to the remaining 4 plots as approved under outline planning permission ref 07/00499/OUT

iii. Location Land S/W March Cottage.

iv. Viewed plans sympathetic development with woodland planting and detached villas in keeping with surroundings

v. Footpath construction a positive part of this development

vi. Need to ascertain whether road to be adopted by the council and also if street lighting is to be considered

ACTION  Liz Carey to contact Planning Dept to get more information asap in view of public’s concern re lighting at Toward as concerns need to be in for 15/3/10

b. Week ending 19/2/10

i. Erection of raised decking 124 Bullwood Road, Dunoon
c. Week ending 26/2/2010

i. Demolition of existing building and erection of side extension to dwelling house at Inverkyles, Toward.

ii. Have seen plans and spoken to neighbour no concerns.

d. Week ending 5/3/10

a. None.

11.   Secretary’s Report
a. None
12.   Treasurer’s Report

a. Balance £3,190

b. All Bills outstanding requested before 31st March 2010 as end of financial year
13.   Points of view

a. Eileen Brand

i. Street Lights at Innellan have been out for several months, Dick Walsh advised that Hydro do not see this as a priority but he will investigate further.

14.   Any Other Competent Business
a. Star Garage, Innellan 

i. Concerns re appearance and decline of the fabric of the building.

ii. Dick Walsh gave background report as to ownership and possible liquidation of estate.  May be difficult to purchase it now.  ACHC has been involved in the past and Gareth Garrett Building Control reviews it regularly.   

ACTION

More information will be ascertained from Dick Walsh

b. Forbes Pearson

i. Concerns re Innellan pier condition deteriorating on the shore side due to erosion and the location of the Recycling Skips to the end of the pier causing concern.

ACTION

Dick Walsh to investigate further but commented that the recycling units were used well by the public but that it was up to the public as to whether this was an issue or not.  
ii. General consensus at the meeting was that the recycling facility was a positive aspect and encouraged usage.

c. Mathieson Lane work commences 9th March and ownership has transferred to the Council under the Public Lane’s Adoption Scheme and as minuted previously money has been set aside for upgrading and sourced from a variety of sources.

d. Association of Community Council

i. Meeting 20th January, Inverary; 2 people to attend 
e. Toward School 20MPH Speed Signs

i. Still not functioning

ii. Awaiting parts

ACTION

D Walsh to seek out further information

15 Date of next meeting 
a. Wednesday 14th April 2010, 7.30pm, Innellan Village Hall

