South Cowal Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10 February 2010

Innellan Village Hall

1. Apologies

None received
Present

Bryan Brown
Neil Cunningham

Alan Stewart

Forbes Pearson

Richard McGilvray (Treasurer)

Elinor Stevenson (Vice-convenor)

Tony Miles (Convenor)

William Hamilton

Mary Lamb

Jennifer Bryson (Secretary)

Liz Carey (Planning)

Also present

Anne Gabriel (Argyll & Bute area representative, Scottish Association of Community Councils)

Alister McAlister (Argyll & Bute Councillor)

Eileen Brand
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2010
a. Item 10 Treasurer’s report
i. The minute should have stated that additional signatories were to be added to the bank account. These additional signatories (proposed by Jennifer Bryson and seconded by Bryan Brown) are to be the 

· Convenor

· Vice-convenor

· Secretary

b. Item 3 Minute secretary

i. Liz Carey said that the minute did not accurately report her reason for resigning as minute secretary.  Liz had stated that she was giving up in light of her role representing the community council in two complex meetings within 5 days of one another and the amount of notetaking necessary to feedback appropriately to members.
c. Item 9 (iv) Telephone boxes

i. Awaiting a response from BT

3. Matter arising not covered by agenda
a. None
4. Police Report

a. None received
5. Castle Toward
a. The convenor thanked everyone who assisted with the organisation of the public meeting and with the event itself.  There had been a good turnout (c150 persons) and all required ground was covered.  We now have to await the result of the discussions between Argyll & Bute Council and Actual Reality
b. It has now been established that there is no official lease of the property between A & B Council and Actual Reality

c. Accounts from Actual Reality have still not been released so it is impossible to see whether part-purchase of the estate is a viable option for them

d. It appears that Actual Reality were happy to have a lease but were denied it by the Council

e. The planning officer requested that the wider picture in relation to the estate and to the community be examined.  In particular she had concerns about the lack of detail in the local area plan which was adopted last week by the Council.  This plan provides only a broad brush of the plan for the area identifying various designated areas but giving no detail.  The Councillor present stated that the Community Council had had ample opportunity to comment on the plan but as SCCC had never received a copy of it nor had been asked to comment then this had not happened

f. It is felt that as it currently stands Castle Toward and the rest of the estate do not provide a community amenity and that the current Council proposal to sell it doesn’t add anything to the community. For example Council area schoolchildren go to Benmore Outdoor Centre, not Castle Toward.  Surely it is a public asset that should be utilised for the benefit of the community.  Thus there are issues of concern in relation to
i. The sale of Castle Toward (the part that Actual Reality is talking of purchasing)

ii. Historic Toward Castle

iii. Toward Sailing Club

iv. Remainder of the estate

v. Resale by Actual Reality

vi. Possible rights of the heirs and successors of the original owner who sold it to Glasgow Corporation in 1949

g. A community buy-out should be considered; 50% of the ward population need to vote in  for it to be considered.  While this is taking place it suspends any sale proceeding
h. It was agreed that the Secretary write with these concerns to

i. Argyll & Bute Council

ii. Actual Reality

iii. Dunoon Observer
iv. Other local community councils

v. Toward Sailing Club
i. It was also agreed that Alan Stewart establish what is required in order to proceed with a community buy-out

6. Loch Striven
a. We have had a proposal (40 signatories to a petition) to run a public meeting regarding the ships laid up on Loch Striven.  After discussion it was agreed to run one as it is of concern to members of the community
i. Proposed by Alan Stewart, seconded by Neil Cunningham

b. The organisation for the public meeting will be arranged as soon as possible.  The meeting will either be held in Toward or Innellan Village Halls, sometime in March.  The following will be invited to attend
i. A & B Council

ii. Maersk

iii. MSP’s and MP

iv. Those residents of the area directly affected

v. Clydeport Authority and Holding Company (Peel Ports)
vi. Local landowners
vii. Marine & Coastguard Agency

c. As the ship crews are not allowed to land on this side of the loch nor are deliveries allowed to be made there is no financial benefit to Cowal, rather Rothesay is benefitting

d. Observer is interested in doing an article on the ships on Loch Striven

e. Secretary to write to those mentioned above and to arrange hall booking
7. Ardyne
a. Secretary to write to write to find out what the current proposals are for Ardyne
i. Council 
ii. MacAlpine 
8. Chairman’s report

a. It has been agreed that the Bute and Cowal Community Councils meet regularly to discuss issues of mutual interest
9. Planning 
a. Hoop House, Bullwood has asked for planning permission to demolish and rebuild a sunroom
b. Kilellan Farm, Toward have requested planning permission to have a 11kw wind turbine erected
10. Secretary
a. Secretarial costs of £25 requested and agreed
i. Proposed by Tony Miles, seconded by Liz Carey

b. There were no applications for membership of the SCCC at the by-election
11. Treasurer

a. Bank balance is £3,394
b. New signatories now activated
12. Points of view
a. Eileen Brand stated that she was impressed with the work of the newly constituted community council
13. AOCB

a. Communications strategy

i. The convenor requested members of the community council to channel all community council communications to outside bodies through himself and the secretary.  Where members were communicating as private individuals they are to make sure that it is quite clear in the communication

b. Forestry Strategy consultation
i. The responses to the consultation document are to be made by 19 March.  William Hamilton will look at the document and will report back at the next meeting in order for the council to decide its response to it

c. Events
i. Forward together and women’s issues on 6 March 2010
d. Projects

i. The convenor requested that members of the community council consider what projects the SCCC should undertake.  Suggestions to next meeting
e. Coffee Morning

i. Innellan Village Hall are looking for volunteers to assist with their annual coffee morning and AGM on Saturday 13 March 2010
· Jennifer – books
· Liz – tablet and mars bar cake
· William and Elinor – assistance
14. Date of next meeting
a. Wednesday 10 March 2010 at 7.30pm, Innellan Village Hall
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