South Cowal Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2010
Innellan Village Hall, 7.30pm
1. Apologies

William Hamilton
Mary Lamb
Present
Alan Stewart

Forbes Pearson

Bryan Brown

Tony Miles, Convenor

Richard McGilvray, Treasurer

Liz Carey, Planning

Eleanor Stevenson, Vice Convenor

Jennifer Bryson, Secretary

Also present
CI Andrew Mosley (Strathclyde Police

Eileen Brand

Anne Gabriel (ASCC)

Peter Wilson

Cllr Alister McAlister (A & B Council)
2. Minutes 14 April 2010 

a. Approved: Alan Stewart; seconded Richard McGilvray
3. Matters Arising  
a. 4.a.ii. Police Report

i. Closure of Innellan Police Station: Representative of Strathclyde Police and Jennifer Bryson to meet with residents of Dalriada Court on 1 June at 2pm.
b. 7.a. Mental Health

i. Report was earlier forwarded to all members by email.

4. Police Report  
a. CI Andrew Mosely reported the following
i. Recent issues

1. Camping at Sandy Beach

2. Fire at Ardyne Farm

3. Person ejected from Villagers Royal

4. Vehicle car door scratched

5. Young drivers spoken to regarding speed

ii. Regular communication with Maersk, Clydeport Authority and Marine & Coastguard regarding the Maersk ships laid up in Loch Striven

1. Satisfied that necessary arrangements have been met by Maersk

· One of the ships is leaving at the end of the month

2. Clydeport is difficult to communicate with and not very receptive

iii. Closure of Innellan Police Station

1. Hoping to get a mobile police office which periodically be based and staffed in the South Cowal area

· Jennifer to write stating SCCC’s support for the purchase of the mobile police office.
5. Maersk Awards   
a. Very pleased that some community projects benefited from these awards but very disappointed that the decision making process did not involve the community council at an earlier stage.  Kate Sanderson, Head of Corporate Communication, Maersk failed to communicate effectively and there was conspicuous lack of transparency.
6. Ardyne   
a. Letter regarding the poor physical state of the Ardyne area to be written and sent to Argyll & Bute Council by Forbes Pearson.
b. Liz Carey reported that Ted Carey met with Jim Mather MSP to discuss the ownership of rivers and sealochs.  He was told that the current legislation could be amended by the Scottish Government after arbitration, debate, etc.
7. Forestry Commission Strategy Consultation Document.
a. Liz Carey reported that the aims of the strategy were very positive regarding native tree species, biodiversity and public access and use.  However there were always going to be concerns about the access for timber lorries after the felling of trees as many roads were not suitable for such heavy transport
i. Jennifer to respond to the consultation saying that by and large SCCC support the strategy but that we have concerns over the removal of felled trees in certain locations.

8. Castle Toward Public Meeting
a. Tony Miles thanked Peter Wilson for the tour of the Castle Toward premises which he hosted.
b. Jennifer has made arrangements for the public meeting to be held in Innellan Village Hall on Thursday 3 June 2010 at 7pm.  

i. Notices will be posted

ii. Advertisement will be put into the Observer

iii. Peter McDonald, Bute to be invited to share his experience of the Rhubodach Forest community purchase

iv. Tony to chair; Alan Stewart to speak on community company set-up

v. Jennifer to write to council to find out if the estate has been put on the market and if so request sale prospectus

vi. It is thought that the estate has been valued at between £4m-£5m

1. Putting in the required mains water supply alone will cost circa £100k 

vii. Actual Reality if not successful in purchasing the estate may have to vacate in June 2011

viii. Billy Russell still interested in what is happening with the estate

ix. There is much concern in the community about the type of development likely to take place which may not be sympathetic to the area and may reduce public access
x. If a South Cowal Community Company was successfully set-up it should worked with all other interested parties, e.g. Actual Reality, Castle Toward Trust, Historic Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage.

9. AGM arrangements
a. Jennifer will post notices

b. Jennifer will put an advertisement in the Observer

c. Richard McGilvray proposed Jack Hutchins as auditor

i. Approved: Eleanor Stevenson; seconded: Bryan Brown
10. Chairman’s report
a. Tony has nothing to report.
11. Planning Officer’s report
a. Liz Carey

i. Nothing of significance had come through this last month

ii. Meeting on proposed new supermarket, houses, petrol station: 10 May 2010 (hosted by Dunoon Community Council).  Concerns expressed included

1. Potential traffic issues

2. Light pollution to the hospital from the new street lights

3. Potential problems for the new Doctors’ surgery

4. Proximity to ambulance station, hospital, fire brigade.

12. Secretary’s report
a. Emailed Kate Sanderson

i. Asked to delay the Maersk Awards, they declined
ii. Asked for a list of the beneficiaries and the amounts donated, no reply

1. Received thanks from Innellan Family Centre for putting them forward

b. Meetings requiring attendance

i. Bute & Cowal Planning Group 13 May – Liz

ii. Waterwatch Scotland 17 May 

iii. Development Training 20 May – Liz/

iv. Local Development Plan Planning Seminar 24 May - Liz
v. Argyll & Bute Community Councils 19 June – Tony

vi. Cowal Transport Forum 29 June 

c. Consultation regarding meetings between community councils and the council at Colintraive

i. Agreed that there should be a minimum of 4 representatives attending the council meetings regarding community planning, one from a rural area

d. Letters/newsletters/emails received

i. Jim Mather MSP/Stewart Stevenson re Clydeport

ii. Mental Health

iii. Scottish Community Foundation research

iv. Licensing Forum
13. Treasurer’s report
a. Bank balance circa £3k
14. Points of view
a. Eileen Brand
i. Website out of date

1. Agreed to suspend it until it can be updated.

2. Jennifer to find someone to update it

3. Minutes for this year and other papers plus community information will then be posted onto it

ii. Copies of the minutes also to be left at

1. Lido Post Office 
2. Innellan Village Hall
15. AOCB
a. Liz Carey: Red Squirrel Group
i. Have a good checklist when looking at planning applications for woodland areas

ii. Public Liability Insurance cover by A & B Council

1. Can we get a copy of the schedule from the council?

· Jennifer to request

2. Compare cover with that offered by ASCC

b. Alister McAlister: Star Garage

i. A & B Council will board up the premises and paint until new owners take over
16. Date of next meeting
a. Wednesday 9 June 2010 (also AGM)
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