South Cowal Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2010
Innellan Village Hall, 7.30pm

1. Apologies
a. E Stevenson (Vice Convenor)

Present

Forbes Pearson

Alan Stewart

Richard McGilvray (Treasurer)

Tony Miles (Convenor)

Willie Hamilton

Jennifer Bryson (Secretary)

Elizabeth Carey (Planning)

Mary Lamb

Also present

Dick Walsh (Councillor, Argyll & Bute Council)

Alister McAlister (Councillor, Argyll & Bute Council)

Insp. David Armstrong (Strathclyde Police)

Anne Gabriel (ASCC)

Billy Russell
2. Minutes 10 March 2010
a. Approved: F Pearson; seconded: R McGilvray

3. Matters arising

a. Innellan Pier damage

i. Forbes thanked Dick for promptly arranging for action to be taken

b. Forestry consultation 

i. Date for comments has been extended to end May
ii. Windfarm concerns

iii. Discuss at next meeting
c. Star Garage

i. Thanks to Dick who reported that discussions were currently taking place regarding its redevelopment

4. Police Report

a. Inspector David Armstrong

i. Nothing of note to report on crime in the area

ii. Sale of Police Station House, Innellan

· Due to the legal status regarding occupants of police houses (see letter from Strathclyde Police)

· Proximity to Dunoon

· Restructuring

· Losing a police officer but gaining a team

· Meet with concerned local residents/wider community as required

a. Meeting to be set-up with residents of Dalriada Grove, Innellan

i. Jennifer to liaise with Dalriada and the police
5. Loch Striven Public Meeting
a. Meeting went well

i. Unfortunately Maersk staff unable to attend (due to bad weather forecast); no-one form Clydeport Authority either
ii. Dick Walsh reported that there had been no consultation and no communication with the Council  by Clydeport Authority

iii. Health & safety issues especially noise were being addressed

iv. Possible environmental impact a concern

v. Council emergency contingency plans existed for any major incidents 

vi. Impact on local business was voiced

vii. Clydeport’s lack of corporate social responsibility policy was a concern

b. Minute of meeting (with comments from Maersk emailed earlier)

i. Council to
· Review incident situation

· Fire safety

· Environmental pollution

· Bacterial pollution

ii. Alan Reid MP to

· Approach MSP’s regarding Clydeport’s ability to act without consultation and the lack of accountability

· Source recompense for locals

· Reassurance that no more ships will be docked

· Clarification on the Marine Act

c. Maersk: Donation of 50% of the fee the received from the BBC

i. Award lunch on 26 April

· Mary, Jennifer and Liz may attend

ii. Bute and Colintraive to benefit

iii. Toward and Innellan Primary schools to benefit

iv. Clan Lamont to benefit

v. Balance (unknown amount) to be balloted for through ForArgyll website

vi. Concerns expressed include

· Why was SCCC not consulted sooner about possible beneficiaries?

· Why are monies going to Bute and Colintraive?

· Notification from Maersk unsatisfactory

· Use of ForArgyll allows causes throughout Argyll to benefit; should only be South Cowal

· Jennifer to ask Maersk to delay ballot and presentation

vii. Toward Sailing Club has written to the Crown Estate with their concerns
6. Ardyne
a. Dick reported that planning has been agreed for Marina, etc but Section 75 has not been signed.  This is a legal agreement between the builder/developer and planning; mainly about the upgrading of the road up to the site from Toward Primary School.

i. Site will probably be developed in stages

ii. Planning blight at the moment due to the state of the site

b. Tony/Forbes to write to Council in support of their requirements

i. Forbes will take photos to act as supporting evidence

c. Traveller’s site at Sandbank nearly finished so it is thought that the travellers will move there in due course

7. Mental Health

a. Liz said that the consultation exercise had produced five options

i. Option 4 has been taken

· Focussing services in Lochgilphead

8. Transport
a. Meeting on 16 April re bus timetabling

i. Need to co-ordinate with patient transport

ii. Liz will go 

b. Withdrawal of SPT support for over 60s concessionary travel

i. Budget shortfall

9. Castle Toward

a. Visit to the site was very interesting and highlighting the amount of work done and more importantly still to be done to upgrade the facility

b. Dick Walsh said that 

i. £2m is required to bring it up to scratch for its current purpose

ii. There is no mains water on-site

· £800/900k required to attach to mains

iii. There were concerns about the lack of investment in the property over the last 10 years

iv. It was only occupied by children 200 days of the year

v. Less than 20% of Argyll schools use Castle Toward 

vi. All Councils are likely to reduce educational trips in light of their difficult financial position

vii. Interest in buying the property has been expressed by other parties

viii. Planners will likely put in place a tight planning brief attached to any disposal of the site

c. Given Virtual Reality’s level of debt to the Council questions about the ability of it to buy the property is called into question
d. Billy Russell said that its educational use could be widened if it was owned by the community

e. Agreed that SCCC wants to retain Castle Toward for the benefit of the community

i. Therefore Jennifer to organise a public meeting to sound out the community as to the viability of setting up a Community Development Company with a view to raise funds to buy Castle Toward

10. Chairman’s report

a. Nothing further

11. Planning Officer’s report

a. Nothing of note

b. Occasional licence notice handed out

c. Street lighting wiring at critical stage of development

12. Secretary’s report

a. Correspondence forwarded by email
b. Next Local Development Plan Planning Seminar to be held on Monday 24 may 2010, Queens Hall at 12 noon.

c. Expenses relating to letters sent out re Loch Striven meeting claimed

i. Proposed: T Miles; seconded: R McGilvray

d. 20 mph information leaflets to be handed out to local school
13. Treasurer’s report  
a. AGM June

i. Draft accounts tabled
ii. Auditor required

14. Points of View
a. None
15. AOCB  

a. Anne Gabriel

i. Scottish Association of Community Councils have received £9k to develop training packages on what community councils can do

ii. Local training will take place

iii. Next meeting on Saturday 19 June @ 1000 hrs

b. 20 MPH signage now working at Toward Primary School

c. New street light placed in the middle of the entrance to the car aprk at Sandy Beach will be removed

d. Dick Walsh

i. He has written to the following re Loch Striven issue

· The Competition Commission

· Jim Mather MSP

16. Date of next meeting
a. 12 May 2010

06/05/2010

