South Cowal Community Council


Minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2010
Innellan Public Hall
1. Apologies
Elizabeth Carey

Peter Wilson

Richard McGilvray

Cllr Dick Walsh

Present
Jennifer Bryson (Secretary)

Alan Stewart

Forbes Pearson

Eleanor Stevenson (Vice Convenor)

Tony Miles (Convenor)

Mary Lamb

Also present
M Macfarlane

J Ferguson

W Watson

Lewis Macdonald

Cllr Alister MacAlister

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2010
a. Proposed Alan Stewart, seconded Eleanor Stevenson
3. Matters arising
a. 5.a. Donation of £200 towards Police Mobile Office.
i. Jennifer Bryson made the offer on 8 July but as yet has had no response from the Police
b. 5.b. Maersk ships have now all left Loch Striven

c. 14.b.i.1. CC Insurance schedule not yet received from Council.  Jennifer Bryson to chase up

4. Police Report

a. None received

5. Castle Toward Steering Group
a. Tony Miles reported
i. Steering group members

1. Tony Miles

2. Jennifer Bryson

3. Jan Ferguson

4. Margaret Macfarlane

5. Forbes Pearson

6. Brenda McFarlane

7. Jim McPate

8. Lorna Ahlquist

9. Bill Watson
ii. Three meetings have taken place to date

iii. Information leaflet and ballot papers nearly all delivered to 800 households in South Cowal

iv. To date 130 have replied with a yes vote, 11 no votes, 2 spoilt papers

v. Need at least a further 270 yes votes in order to convince the Minister of support for the proposal.
vi. Tony to get further publicity and a voting form into the next Observer

b. Alan Stewart reported that from his research it was important to get fanatical support from members of the community.
c. Mary Lamont reported that the Clan Lamont Society have considered bidding for Castle Toward and have had consultants looking at the viability of it and have lodged a note of interest with the Council.  The Clan Lamont Society business plan for the Castle had similar ideas for its use and would be willing to work with SCCC and Actual Reality.  Their Board of Trustees next meets on 27 July at which it will be proposed that the three parties should actively support one another regarding the purchase of the estate.  However, Knockdow House is now on the market as well and the Board of Trustees may favour a purchase of it instead.

d. Tony Miles thanked Mary Lamb for this information and expressed a hope that Clan Lamont would still be interested in Castle Toward and that we could all work together the proposed buy-out.
e. Eleanor Stevenson said that it was a pity that Actual Reality had only now seen the benefit of involving their local community.
f. Jennifer Bryson to

i. Put up a number of votes received/to go indicator in the Lido

ii. Register our thanks to the Lido for hosting the ballot box

g. Lewis Macdonald offered to join steering group and this was accepted
6. Bute & Cowal LACPG Area Community Plan
a. Deferred to next meeting
7. Japanese Knotweed
a. Lewis Macdonald expressed concerns over the spread of Japanese Knotweed in the area.  It requires 3 years of treatment to eradicate it but first we need to know how widespread it is.   Strachur CC has been treating areas themselves but that does require a licence.  It is a major problem throughout Argyll and it affects the value of land and property.

b. It was agreed that Jennifer Bryson would write on the issue to

i. Argyll & Bute Council (already requested information but as yet no response.  Will chase up)
ii. SEPA

iii. Strachur Community Council (for advice)

c. It was also agreed that the local primary school children should be involved in some way
8. Strone Windfarm 

a. Kilmun Community Council has asked for the support of SCCC for their objective to the proposed windfarm.  It was agreed to offer support particularly as they had suggested an alternative location.
9. Convenor’s Report

a. Nothing further to report

10. Planning Officer’s Report

a. Elizabeth had sent an email to report that there was nothing of significance this month

11. Secretary’s Report

a. Correspondence received from

i. New political grouping on the Council

ii. Ferries presentation

iii. ALIenergy presentation

iv. Equality Act consultation

v. West Coast Motors service complaint from Loch Fyne CC
1. SCCC pretty well served though it is annoying that it leaves the pier just as the ferry gets into Dunoon

vi. AA&BCC meeting 21 July

vii. Local Development Plan update

viii. Cowal Transport Forum

ix. Bee Walks

x. Free Fuel Poverty surgeries

xi. Mental Health

b. Provided information on community to the Scottish Community Foundation who are researching communities in Cowal
c. Ardyne:  Travelling family that was there has now relocated to Torlochan; however another family is now has camping there; Council informed

d. Bulb Catalogue received and it was agreed that SCCC should purchase a quantity for resale to local residents to both raise funds and improve the environment

12. Treasurer’s Report

a. 2009-2010 accounts submitted to Argyll & Bute Council and the grant of £400 has been received.

13. Points of View

a. None

14. Any other competent business

a. Forbes Pearson reported that the trees from the site of the Royal Hotel were overhanging the pavement down Pier Road and pedestrians have to walk on the road which was not safe at night or at the bend.  

i. Cllr MacAlister to tell Council officials concerned

b. Alan Stewart reported that there were problems with campers leaving rubbish at sites on the banks of Loch Striven

i. Cllr MacAlister to tell Council officials concerned

c. Lewis Macdonald reported that the ditch at Knockamillie Rd had been filled in with concrete and may no longer take excess water away

i. Cllr MacAlister to tell Council officials concerned

d. Lamppost in the middle of the car park at Sandy Beach to remain; traffic island will be built to protect it

e. Lewis Macdonald is to be co-opted onto SCCC as an environment expert

i. Proposed Alan Stewart, seconded Tony Miles

f. Jennifer Bryson to write to Council regarding the possibility of further CC by-elections

15. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 11 August 2010
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