South Cowal Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2010
Innellan Public Hall
1. Apologies
Lewis Macdonald

Forbes Pearson

Eleanor Stevenson

Bryan Brown

Mary Lamb

Anne Gabriel
Present
Neil Cunningham

Alan Stewart

Richard McGilvray

Tony Miles

Jennifer Bryson
Also present
Billy McGraw, Strathclyde Police

Dick Walsh, Councillor, Argyll & Bute Council

Ailsa Cunningham, Argyll & Bute Council

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2010
a. Agreed

i. Proposed: A Stewart

ii. Seconded: R McGilvray

3. Matters arising
a. Flower Bulbs: Ordered too late to benefit from shared postage.  Try and source locally
i. J Bryson

b. Toward Primary School: Dick Walsh provided some information
i. There has been a change in the Council’s leading group

1. The SNP members no longer support the closures

ii. There will be further consultation on each school closure (meeting about Toward Primary School to be held on 10 January 2011 in Toward Public Hall)

iii. The Council by law cannot have a deficit budget (each councillor would then be legally accountable) and is trying to manage the reduction in Government grant as best it can through a budget balancing act

iv. There are educational and financial reasons for considering school closures

v. Best Value (a Council requirement) is also an issue

vi. An HMI report highlighted that there was an underutilisation of the education estate in Argyll & Bute

vii. More information is available on the Argyll & Bute website and the Council welcomes contributions from the community on how to best to meet community needs with a reduced budget

Alan Stewart commented as follows
viii. Toward Primary School has joined with others in a similar position to fight the closure proposals
ix. There are errors in the case made by the Council with regards to the reasons for closure therefore they will have to withdraw them

x. The ForArgyll website has further information
4. Police Report
a. Apologies given for not acknowledging the offer of support for the fittings of the new mobile police office.  The office is still at the planning stage but once received the offer will be taken up with grateful thanks.

b. Members of the community should be alerted to 
i. A current scam which is based upon the digital switchover and therefore any requests for money should be ignored

ii. A Facebook scam (from Ghana) aimed at older members 

c. The Winter Drink/Drive campaign is in operation until 5 January 2011
d. 27 calls received of which only 2 required police attention

5. SCDC & Castle Toward Sale
a. Sale still progressing
i. 4 significant offers to date including one from Actual Reality and one other commercial concern; the other two offers are residential

b. Development company has 8 directors and 25 members who represent the wider community in South Cowal

c. The Scottish Government requires further information with regard to the proposed community purchase.  The Steering Group are dealing with this request which included a new petition to be submitted.  To date circa 300 voters in the community have signed it and it will be sent to the Government along with further information as required and in due course their decision will be made
6. Convenor’s Report
a. Nothing to report
7. Planning Officer

a. Nothing tabled

8. Secretary’s Report
a. Correspondence
i. Cowal Health News

ii. NSCIA report, area plan and newsletter

iii. ASCC Stakeholder survey

iv. Bute & Cowal Area Community Planning Group minutes

v. Cowal Transport Forum minutes

vi. Cowal Mod 2012: Thanks for donation

vii. PoppyScotland: Thanks for donation of £45.72

b. Meetings

i. Caring Together: Consultation event 10 Dec 10

ii. Invasive non-native species: Meeting 20 Jan 11

c. Calendar

i. Meetings dates for 2011 tabled

9. Treasurer’s Report
a. Current bank balance £3,064; £200 committed to Strathclyde Police
10. Points of View
a. Ailsa Cunningham
i. Revive the Summer Festival

1. Discuss at future meeting

11. AOCB
a. BT Infinity: Encourage as many as possible to vote for increased speed broadband
i. Will the Observer publicise?  J Bryson to investigate
b. Ailsa Cunningham:  There may be sources of funding available for community projects and Forward Scotland offer training on fund raising. 
i. A Cunningham will send further information to J Bryson

c. Christmas Tree
i. J Bryson to check whether the Forestry Commission will donate one this year
d. Gritting: All the grit bins in the area will be topped up regularly
i. Dick Walsh to investigate if piles of salt along the roadside at Loch Striven can be done as it is not a priority route
e. Wood extraction at Loch Striven Estate: Weight restrictions may be applied as a result of bridge surveys

f. Ardyne: MacApline may now be considering using the site for the construction of wind turbines.  However there would have to be an environmental impact assessment carried out and the road would have to be upgraded (repairs to the recent storm damage are due to be done shortly).
12. Date of next meeting
a. Wednesday 12 January 2011
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